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in the back of the bus—best
friends who had made the same
semiannual trip several times—
didn’t. 

Sixteen survivors and the
families of 14 dead riders meas-
ured their losses Sunday as fed-
eral investigators looked for
what caused the Walters Bus
Service Inc. coach to crash 8½
hours after leaving Chicago’s
South Side.

By Brett McNeil
and John Keilman
Tribune staff reporters

The odds of survival were
only slightly better than even.

Myrtle Bailey, 58, a church
secretary on her first gambling
trip to Tunica, Miss., had walk-
ed to the back of the tour bus
with the help of her cane. 

Then, like nearly everyone

else, she dozed off as the bus cut
through the darkness on Inter-
state Highway 55 near Marion,
Ark.

Then came a sudden pitch and
screams. And quiet once again. 

Bailey had no idea the bus had
tumbled off the road and landed
upside down. She just knew she
was sitting up in the dark, in the
grass. 

She survived. Her neighbors

Investigators were looking in-
to whether the driver, a trusted
friend of many aboard the bus,
fell asleep behind the wheel
around 5 a.m. But they were also
looking at other possible caus-
es, including whether the driver
lost control while trying to get
off the highway, officials said
Sunday. Tribune photo by Nancy Stone

Magdie Muse (left) and Mary Taylor mourn fellow usher Herbert
Walters at New Friendship Missionary Baptist Church Sunday.

Screams, then silence
Bus trip that brought friends, strangers together 
for fun ends in a shocking instant in rural Arkansas
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Í Investigators look for cause
of crash. BACK PAGE

Í List of the victims. BACK PAGE

By Colin McMahon
and Andrew Zajac
Tribune staff reporters

BAGHDAD — Sgt. Marc
Moyette doesn’t put much stock
in politics. Like many people in
his National Guard unit in
Baghdad, Moyette is not a voter.
But that may change with this
year’s presidential election—
for Moyette, his buddies and
many other U.S. troops over-
seas.

With a push from Congress,
the Pentagon is going to great
lengths to ensure that U.S. ser-
vice members can vote this year,
wherever they are. And with
foreign policy, the Iraq war and
terrorism among the top cam-

paign issues, more fighting men
and women are expected to have
their say in who will be com-
mander in chief.

But whether a significant
number of military votes will go
uncounted, as they did in Flori-
da in the 2000 election, remains
an open question.

That’s because despite the
Pentagon’s effort to inform
troops about how to vote, the
military remains hitched to a
cumbersome, mostly paper-
based system for voting across
the globe.

Plans for all-electronic, Inter-
net-based voting were scrapped
earlier this year because of se-

CAMPAIGN 2004

Vote drive
targets 
troops 
overseas
U.S. tries to make 
it easier for GIs
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Í Car bombs kill 11 in Iraq
during Rumsfeld visit. PAGE 4

By Manya A. Brachear
Tribune staff reporter

Ever since the Martian rov-
ers Spirit and Opportunity
bumped to a landing on oppo-
site sides of the Red Planet ear-
lier this year, they have
beamed more than 50,000 pho-
to images back to Earth.

For Syd Lieberman, a for-
mer teacher at Evanston
Township High School, the
challenge has been to put all
those otherworldly pictures
into words.

As the first professional
storyteller ever hired by the
National Aeronautics and

Space Administration, Lieber-
man said his job is to docu-
ment the emotion and drama
of the Mars expeditions. But
he also wants to teach scien-
tists how to tell their own sto-
ries through an innovative ap-
proach developed by the space
agency and the International
Storytelling Center in Jones-
borough, Tenn.

Best known for spinning
Jewish folk tales and Chicago
neighborhood yarns, Lieber-
man will now narrate many
Mars museum exhibits across
the country.

“The story is about people,
their humanity, their involve-

ment in doing this incredible
thing,” said Lieberman, 60.
“With voice, body and words, I
have to make that come alive
and convey the feeling I got
when I talked to [NASA scien-
tists].”

Storytelling is the best way
to get beyond the data and sta-
tistics and capture the emo-
tional power of a historical
moment, said Jimmy Neil
Smith, president and founder
of the storytelling center. At
NASA’s expense, the center
commissioned Lieberman, a
longtime member, to take on
the project late last year.

Informal surveys show that
people want to know more
about what goes on behind the 

“Like small children, they pointed and ‘oohed’ and ‘aahed.’ 
One said it was like getting a ‘postcard from Mars.’ ”
—Syd Lieberman, storyteller about scientists’ reactions to Mars images

Tribune photo by Zbigniew Bzdak

Syd Lieberman of Evanston is the first professional storyteller ever hired by NASA.
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A Martian tale for Earthlings
An Evanston man helps NASA chronicle
the drama of its recent rover missions to Mars

By Jan Crawford Greenburg
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON—No one dis-
putes that the murder of Shirley
Crook was horrific. Awakened
in the middle of the night by two
young burglars, the Missouri
woman was bound with duct
tape, dragged out of her home
and thrown—alive and con-
scious—off of a railroad trestle
into the river below.

And no one is denying that
Christopher Simmons did it
along with a friend. He con-
fessed a day after two fishermen
found Crook’s body floating in
the water. A jury convicted him
of murder and a judge sentenced
him to death.

But should Simmons, who

was 17 at the time of the 1993 kill-
ing, pay the ultimate penalty?
The Supreme Court is to take up
that question Wednesday, when
it hears arguments about
whether the government can ex-
ecute Simmons and others who
were 16 or 17 when they kill.

The issue has broad ramifica-
tions, not only for Simmons,
now 28, and for the 71 Death Row
inmates who committed mur-
der as teens, but because it
again focuses the court on
whether to curtail the use of the
death penalty. 

Amid several high-profile
cases that have exonerated
Death Row inmates, several jus-
tices have publicly questioned
whether the death penalty is be-
ing fairly administered.

“In recent years, the court has
been concerned about the arbi-
trariness of the way the death 

Court to weigh death
for juvenile murderers
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4 of 9 justices call
for end to practice
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By Mary Umberger
Tribune staff reporter

When Jim Erbach set out ear-
lier this year to refinance his
mortgage, his credit union told
him about a new loan that would
cut his monthly payments by
nearly $200. 

“I’m cheap,’’ said Erbach,
who signed on for a 40-year
mortgage.

He is also 73 years old.
“I have one objective in mind,

to reduce the current costs of my
expenses,” explains the retired
fleet manager who lives on a
fixed income. 

The Northwest Side man is in
a pilot program to test consum-
er reaction to a relatively rare

mortgage animal: the 40-year,
fixed-rate loan. It’s an experi-
ment of 16 credit unions nation-
wide in partnership with Fan-
nie Mae, which next year will
decide whether to roll out the
loans on a broad scale.

While a few banks offer the oc-
casional 40-year fixed-rate mort-
gage, a stamp of approval from
Fannie Mae could standardize
such loans.

Officials at Fannie Mae and at
Baxter Credit Union in Vernon
Hills, which is participating in
the test program, see the 40-year
loans as a way to turn more
Americans into homeowners.

Critics view the loans as cre-

40-year mortgages offered
in test to widen ownership
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More than 33,000 discover they have Chicago Marathon mettle
Runners in the LaSalle Bank Chicago Marathon pass under the BP Bridge on Columbus Drive at Millennium Park Sunday. Evans Rutto of Kenya won for the second

straight year, finishing the 26.2-mile course in 2 hours 6 minutes 16 seconds. Constantina Tomescu-Dita of Romania took the women’s title in 2 hours 23 minutes 45 sec-

onds. More than 33,000 others finished—most quite a bit later—and one even attempted it on crutches. Find full coverage in a 28-page SPECIAL SECTION and in METRO.


